THE ATTACKS ON TH1 CORUNNA ROAD
In Aravaca I was sliown a terrible little Hack boot which
belonged to the chief Red executioner in that region.
He had only put his Christian name Garcia in the £7-
leaf; all the rest of the pages were filled with lists and
descriptions of the people he had shot. It was obvious
he was a man with a methodical mind, and preferred when-
ever possible to have the names of the people he was
shooting. For the first entries, among them three women,
he had the names of nearly all. Then there came page
after page in which there was only a rough description
such as. "Shot this morning, September 15. One old
man, white hair, slight moustache, wearing grey jacket,
blue shirt, black trousers.35 It was very noticeable that
the man had made inquiries, for superimposed on such
anonymous details might be scrawled, obviously at a later
date, a name: "Pedro Jimenez." But there was the little
black book of Aravaca, and there was the terrible tale of
Red murders for that tiny village alone. In twenty days
fifty-six men and women had been shot in Aravaca,
Official information from Madrid was that before the end
of 1936 over 50,000 people had been shot in Madrid by
the Reds. Of this number there were over 5,000 women
and children. The figures registered at the British
Embassy at this moment, I was told, numbered well
over 25,000, and it was then well known that the British
Embassy officials had not been able to register more than
about one in two murders carried out by the Reds,
It must be remembered that while the Red courts
martial and people's courts were working at top speed
they did not manage to condemn more than about thirty
per cent of the people who were actually shot. All the rest
of the executions were carried out entirely illegally, even
accepting Red theories of government. It is remarkable
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